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SUBJECT :EARTHQUAKE IN GUATEMALA - DISASTER RELIEF 
REF: LONDON 1827 

1 . THE USG HAS DIRECTED AIRLIFTING OF DISASTER RELIEF 
SUPPLIES TO SURVIVORS OF THE MAJOR EARTHQUAKE THAT STRUCK 
GUATEMALA EARLY WEDNESDAY MORNING AND CAUSED SEVERE 
DAMAGE AND LOSS OF LIFE IN GUATEMALA CITY, THE CAPITAL. 

THE EARTHQUAKE, WHICH OCCURRED AT 4:02 A.M. (EST), ALSO WAS 
FELT IN THE NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES OF HONDURAS AND 

EL SALVADOR AND MEXICO, BUT NO LOSS OF LIFE WAS REPORTED 
IN THOSE COUNTRIES. 

2. AID HAS AIRLIFTED A DISASTER ASSISTANCE SURVEY TEAM 
FROM PANAMA TO HELP THE GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT ASSESS THE 
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OF AN EPIDEMIOLOGIST (DISEASE CONTROL),A DISASTER 
EMERGENCY WATER ADVISOR, AND TWO DISASTER RELIEF OFFICERS 
FROM AID'S OFFICE OF FOREIGN DISASTER RELIEF COORDINATION. 

3. THE U.S. RELIEF SUPPLIES, PROVIDED BY THE AGENCY FOR 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDE ONE 100-BED MILITARY 
HOSPITAL, 500 FAMILY TENTS, 500 PINTS OF BLOOD PLASMA, 

5,000 DOSES OF TETRACYCLINE AND PENICILLIN, TWELVE 3,000- 
GALLON RUBBER WATER STORAGE TANKS, GENERATORS, PUMPS AND 
OTHER SUPPLIES. THE TENTS, MEDICINE, WATER TANKS AND 
PUMPS ARE BEING AIRLIFTED FROM AID'S RELIEF SUPPLY 
STOCKPILE IN PANAMA. THE 100-BED HOSPITAL IS BEING 
AIRLIFTED FROM FORT SILL, OKLA. THE TOTAL VALUE OF AID 
RELIEF SERVICES AND PROVISIONS SO FAR IS ESTIMATED AT 

MORE THAN DOLLARS 500,000. AIRLIFTING IS EXPECTED TO 
COMMENCE AT 8:00 P.M. (EST) 

4. AS SPECIFIC COMMODITY NEEDS ARE NOT YET KNOWN, THE 
USG HAS SUGGESTED THAT PRIVATE CITIZENS WHO WANT TO HELP 
DISASTER SURVIVORS REFRAIN FROM SENDING UNSOLICITED GOODS 
TO THAT COUNTRY BECAUSE OF CONGESTION PROBLEMS SUCH 
GOODS WOULD CREATE AT AIRPORTS AND HARBORS. PRIVATE 
CITIZENS COULD HELP THE MOST BY DONATING MONEY TO PRIVATE 
U.S. VOLUNTARY AGENCIES ALREADY OPERATING IN GUATEMALA 
SUCH AS CARE, CHURCH WORLD SERVICES. CATHOLIC RELIEF 
SERVICES, AND THE RED CROSS, WHICH IS WORKING WITH THE 
GUATEMALAN RED CROSS. 

5. NO OFFICIAL CONFIRMED CASUALTY FIGURES ARE YET 
AVAILABLE FOR GUATEMALA AND UNOFFICIAL REPORTS VARY 
WIDELY. NO U.S. CITIZENS HAVE BEEN REPORTED KILLED OR 
INJURED. KISSINGER 
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